
it of the revenue from Jtate
, [ax on oil and gas. The
J set up a board, similar to
nmunity Impagt.'Board,
,ould alloca0e' seveiance
k to the county, if fit$state
tax exceeded $34 rhillion

re limit going to the state
crease to $32 millio,n dG
:ar and $25 million the
s most the fund could
a year is $8 million. Over

- 
l0 years the average

r severance tax collected
e was 923 million_
'ears the ftrnd would not
rything f,rom severance
said.
the stat€ severanc€ ter(es
$7 million, but in 2001,
ation $39 million. Most
srance tax goes into the
:ral Fund. Money going
e countres would be in
the bill only allows 2r administration of the

rls being supported by
rre:

would allow countyr participare with thl
tnce pool which could
agencies $3.2 million a

vsurtucs wqmu, w
for juvenile cour litr e;;;;
like disffict court. -.tlfexpensps iianother bill by Rep. Seie is
approved.

Retort rmit
__Seitz said the .Weighted pupii

Yoit,-rh" amount of money per sfu_
dent-from the state to,lo""t iisticl
uronld probably {ernsin Oe sam"
for20fr2 and 2003.

. "I know higher education is not
nappy because they have 9,000
more students with no additional
funding," he said.

C-ommissioner Cloyd Harrison
said ttrat if the legislature codJ
stralgnten out the centally
Assessed property. tt wouiA Ue a
big benefit to the county. Currentlyoil and gas companies' taxes are
Dased on a estimate of what
reserves they have ih the well.

'A better way woulfl be to assbss
a percentage of what is prgduced,
they. would not always U" gu"r._
ing," Seitz said.

Harrison said that nearly every
appeal by an oil company of
centrally Assessed property results
in a refund.

The legislativti session is current_
ly in reiess for the Olympics, but
will be back in session., Feb. 5.

either from UDOT or feAerat lunOl I
ing. Because the asphalt has Ueen ^l
ing. Because the asphalt has been
removed from the 

-road, 
cost of ?f\

maintaining the road has increased
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rs to Vernaf
ke sure the torch went
al.
ed at the enftance to
: a picture of rire hold-
r next to the .Vemal

ne$ You' sign and
ew it, we had several
ing their cars to see
ppening," Davis said.

"It was unbelievable..people were
ll-ing their . cars around on
Highway 40 coming back to see
me and the torch."

Davis signed several autoaraphsaq{ look photos of indviOulats
wlth the torch.
"lf 9"y didn't have a.carnera, I

took rheir photo and mailed it to
them," Davis said.

..Besides being the marketine
drTlor for Ski Utah, Davis is thE
presldent of the IntermountainP^rbfessional photographers
Association and realizes trJw vau_
able memorable photographs are
td people.

^__f*. gHng ptotos and signing'
lutographs at the Vernal ;ign;
Davis_and her family aoe dinner inJernal. Again, the torch was
Drgught out and wailers, tnait ess_
es and.customers gathered around
to touch the Olympic torch.
. 'Running the 

-torch 
was an

mgpdible e,xperien&. One that I
wrII treasure forbver," Davis said.
:,Ke,o-ther torchbearcrs, she joins
th:m{rks of inspirational people.

rray$ was nominated to run the

3:!. P,her husband, Lyle. He

heing negotiated
_ The_Utah School and Institutional
TruSt Land Administration <Sffl-a>officiafs have determineO ttrat-an oii
ghale retort locatbd in southeas0ern
Uintah County is not permitted and
erorts are being made to resolve
the issue.

Ihe retort could have been at its
presentiocation in Cowboy C;y;;
for over a year.

^9ryTq of the plant, owned by
Oil Tech, Inc., has iontacted SITLA
gtl has en;ered into negotiations

ft u p"T-r! to operare fte plant.'rnere will likely be no criminal
charges filed and the retort will be
allowed to stay where it is until a
lease is negotiated.

.. 
"We are accessing the damages to

tne.one acre area, and we are nego_tiating a lease," said Da've
Eddertson, SITLA.

Eddertson said he didn't know the
dollar amount of the assessment of
damages, The permitting of the
plant will be done through the
Division of Oil Gas and Mini-ng.

99yty planner Dale fete'rson,.
said that in the last weet, the com_
pany representative has requested a
business license.and a conditional
use permit fo1 the plant. The request
will be heard by the Uintah Countv

Planning Board at its March 20
meeting.

The reto4 is tocated about 5 miles
east of theAmerican Gilsonite plant
on the Stanton Road and about a
mile north of fhe road. ttris weet
Uintah County Commissionen sai<t
to pave the Stanton Road, would
cost U.intah County over g3 -iruoo,according to a recantly completej
gngrneering srudy..'Uintah Cbuntv
has already speht considerable time
and money to remove the native
assault on the road and widen ir
lhe pad goes into.Rangely, Colo.
The development of the road would
benefit the Oil Tech, Inc. oil shale
retort and future mining operations
of which Cqmmissionei Swain hasan interest. Before becoming a
commissioner, he worked for the
:ompany who designed and built \ i\
the retort. The company was unable 

-
to pay him for his work, so thev O
gave him an inleresr in Oil Tech. FInc. .t
_ 
Commissioner Swain said that if *i

the Stanton Road is going to be i-
lTp::l"o,rh:j1Try w_iu need help \J


